Gary Hather Plant Hire and Walker

STATEMENT OF

Name : R Haynes
Address : 57 Beaver Hill Road, Sheffield, 513 7US

Occupation : Machine Driver

WHO WILL SAY:

I was employed in the above capacity by G Hather Plant
Hire on the 17th January 1990. I was the operator of a
JCB 3CX Site Master Excavator. I was on a service road

to the Whitbread Brewery in Sheffield.

One of our Fitters, Stephen Derbyshire arrived at the Site
in the firms pick-up to repair a hydraulic hose on my machine

which had broken down.

I noticed that David Walker was in the cab of the pick-

up as well as Mr Derbyshire, but I do not know the precise

circumstances of his being there.

Stephen Derbyshire repaired the hydraulic hose and replenished
the hydraulic fluid. I cannot recall what Mr Walker was

doing whilst the repair was being undertaken.

Stephen Derbyshire then suggested that whilst he was there
he would fill the JCB with diesel from a tank on the back
of the pick-up. Dieseling is usually carried out by one

person only and I expected Stephen Derbyshire to do this

job.



The pick-up was péfked lon . sludgy ground and Stephen saig
he would move it to dryer ground and he asked me if I would

move my machine to a position alongside the pick-up.

The pick-up was parked and Stephen got onto the back of

the vehicle whilst I manoeuvred the JCB alongside.

I noticed that as I was manoeuvring, Mr Walker was still

in the cab of the pick-up.

I had to reverse first of all in order to get as close

as I could to the pick-up. I then drew forward travelling
slowly at no more than 5 mph to a position alongside the
pick-up. At this point my bucket would be one or two feet
off the ground. I then dropped by bucket and all of a
sudden heard a shout. I looked towards where the sound
was coming from and saw David Walker on the side of the
machine and I immediately realised what had happened.

I raised the bucket to free Mr Walker's foot.

I have since learned that Mr Walker jumped onto the side
of my machine whils t it was still moving but I did not
see him get out of the pick-up or jump onto the machine
since I was concerned with manoceuvring the JCB into the
correct position. The bucket stops immediately the control
lever is released. Having said that the bucket arm which
trapped Mr Walker's foot would only have to move a very
short distance and it is unlikely that I would have been
able to prevent the injury even if I had seen Walker jump
onto the machine. At the time of the accident I was more
concerned with looking out for traffie although when I
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